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NEWS LETTER AUGUST 2011
Stewardship success story or climate change?

The Large Garden bumblebee, once extinct in Warwickshire, has made an incredible comeback
and in some places where it has thrived, is now the dominant species. The bumblebee was dis-
covered back in 2001 by Steve Falk on a red clover margin at Ditchford making national news.
After training in 2003, | surveyed the local area for queens, the results of which identified an im-
portant colony earning recognition as the second national stronghold for this rare species. Known
from only about a dozen sites in the UK. It has now been recorded in the centre of Warwick and
on several sites rich in wildflowers throughout the county.

Why has it been so successful? A combination of a climate that has become more suitable for
breeding with an increase in the availability of its food plants. These have been provided in ar-
able field margins through stewardship schemes and will certainly have assisted its re-
colonisation of the county. (Above, a black male and 2 inset pictures of queens showing colour variations,
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MOTHS GALORE

Every few years, the weather seems to come
just right for some insects and this seems to

be a very good year for moths. With 800 spe-
cies of | arger or +Majcrog
task of monitoring their numbers is huge. The

famlly and were all taken locally.
Nol. The stunning pink Elephant Hawk moth
has large caterpillars with 4 eye spots, it feeds
mainly on the Willow Herb family but also on
hardy Fuchsias. The moth is often attracted to
light traps.

| No2. The Privet Hawk moth, is larger than the
above, although not as common, | have seen 3
this year from different locations in the area.
The one in the picture released from a light
trap by Richard Gray. Richard says he traps seV
eral of these throughout a season.
o8 As its name suggests, the caterpillars food

: oof will give an idea of size. This attractive lit-
R _#53 tle Hawk moth has caterpillars that feed on

&%l fence, when approached by a would be preda-
. s\itor, it quickly exposes the eye spots on its
%32 hind wings. If you turn the picture so the
ol moths head is at the bottom, the moth looks
like the face of an animal or perhaps an owl,
This would certainly confuse and deter many
attackers. The caterpillars for this species feed
on Willow, Aspen, Poplar and fruit trees.
Moth trapping and recording can be a fasci-
nating hobby that can be carried out in you
own back garden. With a good field guide,
you can learn to recognise many species fairly
quickly and the records can be added to Na-

tional biological data. Mervyn Bonham has now
taken on the task of collating records for our group
and sending them to the Warwickshire Biological Re-
cords Centre, so please send him any recordson
ukmbonl@btinternet.com.




WATER VOLE OTTER PROJECT UPDATE
OTTER HOLT INSTILLATION DAY

We now have a date set to install 2 new artificial otter holts so we need to
have a work party available. | have been assured by Tim that little digging is
involved and we should be able to complete the task easily in a day.

We will be meeting at Richards farm on Halford Hill on Sunday 28th August
at 10.30 am and when the task has been completed, we have again been
very kindly invited back to Richards for a BBQ. Please bring along food for
cooking and some refreshments and Richard will provide the heat. He will of
course need some idea of numbers, so please let us know if you are attend-
ing this event ASAP?
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